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India in the United Nations Security Council 

Dr. Rajeesh Kumar, Associate Fellow, MP-IDSA 

 In January 2021, India joined the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) for its eighth term as a non-permanent member. Earlier, India was 

elected as a non-permanent member of the UNSC in 1950–51, 1967–68, 1972–

73, 1977–78, 1984–85, 1991–92, and 2011–12. As a candidate for the non-

renewable, two-year term of the UNSCfrom the Asia-Pacific category,India 

secured 184 votes in the 193-member General Assembly, including all 55 votes 

of the Asia-Pacific Group.This humongous support can be viewed as a befitting 

acknowledgement of India's growing importance in the global governance. 

However, India's membership comes at a time of intensifying greatpower 

rivalry and increased anti-multilateral sentiments. The conflict in Ukraine, for 

instance, has exposed deep divisions in the UNSC— not only between the five 

permanent members but also among the non-permanent members. In addition, 

issues such as the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change have exacerbated 

the predicament of multilateral institutions. In the United Nations (UN), the 

crisis has also manifested in the form of fund cuts and ever-increasing policy 

paralysis in the Security Council. Therefore, the challenge before India is to 

help the UNSC reinvigorate global governance and multilateral commitments. 

During the election campaign, India has proposed a new orientation for a 

reformed multilateral system as its top priority in the UNSC. While India has 

already completed the halfway mark of its eighth term in the UNSC, its 

performance has got a mixed response. This notediscusses India’s experience in 

the UNSC as a non-permanent member, focusing on its latest stint, 2021–22. 

UNSC Non-Permanent Membership 

 According to Article 23 of the UN Charter, “the Security Council shall 

consist of fifteen Members of the United Nations”. 1It includes five permanent 

members with veto power and 10non-permanent members. Initially, UNSC had 

                                                             
1 United Nations Charter, at https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter, Accessed on 27 May 2022 



11 members: five permanent and six non-permanent members. In 1963, the 

General Assembly recommended a Charter amendment to expand the 

membership of the Council to 15. The 10non-permanent seats are distributed 

according to five regional electoral groupings: three for Africa; two for Asia-

Pacific; one for Eastern Europe; two for Latin America and the Caribbean; and 

two for Western European and others. The non-permanent members are elected 

by a two-thirds majorityof the General Assembly. 

Indian as a Non-Permanent Member of the UNSC 

India, a firm believer ofthe UN Charter, sees it as a vehicle for international 

peace and security. As is well known, India was one of the signatories to the 

Declaration by the UN in Washington, DC, in January 1942. India, then, 

became one of the founding members of the UN when the Charter was adopted 

in San Francisco, in October 1945, even though the country was yet to gain 

independence. In San Francisco, India demonstrated an emphatic approach to 

matters relating to the composition of the UNSC, particularly the basis of the 

election of non-permanent members. Indiaproposed weightage for certain 

factors, such as population, industrial potential, willingness and ability to 

contribute to global peace and security, and the need for regional representation, 

while selecting the non-permanent members of the Council.2 

 Table 1. Overview of India as Non-Permanent Member 

Year ResolutionsAdopted India’s Voting Response 

Total Unanimously or 

by Consensus 

Affirmative Abstained 

1951–52 18 2 11 5 

1967–68 30 26 3 1 

1972–73 37 10 27 -- 

1977–78 41 5 36 -- 

1984–85 35 21 14 -- 

1991–92 116 100 10 6 

2011–12 118 107 9 2 

2021–2022 

(till April 30, 

2022) 

70 55 10 5 

                                                             
2C.S.R. Murthy, India in the United Nations: Interplay of Interests and Principles, New Delhi: Sage, 2020.  



Sources: Murthy, India in the United Nationsand Proceedings of the Security Council, at 

https://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/meetings/2022 Accessed on 27 May 2022 

Before the current term, India has served as an elected member of the 

UNSC seven times. Except for the first time when India represented the 

Commonwealth group, it has been elected on behalf of the Asian regional 

grouping. 

India’s first term in the UNSC and its first Council presidency coincided 

with the outbreak of the Korean War. From the very beginning, India offered its 

mediation efforts and attempted to ease the situation,emphasising the need for 

the UN to bring about a non-military resolution to the conflict. When the United 

States (US)-drafted resolution in the UNSC described the North Korean move 

as an “act of aggression”, India opposed the phrase and argued that it would 

unnecessarily escalate the situation in the Korean Peninsula. As a result, the US 

agreed to change the term to “breach of peace”.3 India also proposed a ceasefire 

at the UNSC, and mobilised Commonwealth countriesand Arab–Asian 

members; however, it failed to pass the resolution. When the UNSC voted for 

an armed intervention in Korea, India contributed a field ambulance unit. 

During India’s second and third terms, the UNSC was predominantly 

focused on heightened tensions in West Asia, notably the two Arab–Israeli wars 

in 1967 and 1973. At the UNSC, India took a tough stand against Israel and 

supported resolutions that contemned the Israeli aggression. India also 

emphasised the need to guarantee the sovereignty and rights of the Arab states 

and people.Further, India co-sponsored a draft resolution on the Arab–Israeli 

conflict, which significantly contributed to the adoption of the famous 

Resolution 242.4During its second term, India co-sponsored Resolution 238, 

extending the mandate of the UN mission in Cyprus.5This term also marked the 

commencement of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). During the 

                                                             
3Rajeesh Kumar, Principled but Evolving: India’s Approach to Multilateral Peace and Security,New Delhi: 

Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses(MP-IDSA), 2021, p.42.  
4 UNSC Official Records, “The situation in the Middle East”, UN Doc. S/PV.1382, November 22, 1967. 
5 UNSC Official Records, “Complaint by the Government of Cyprus”, UN Doc. S/PV.1362, June 19, 1967. 



deliberation, India strongly criticised the treaty on the grounds of fairness and 

sovereign equality of states.6Later, it abstained from UNSC voting on 

Resolution 255.7Among the 66 resolutions favoured by India during these two 

tenures, 30 were affirmative votes (see Table 1). 

India returned to the UNSC in 1977 and became a strong voice for Africa 

in the Council. During its October 1977 UNSCpresidency, India strongly 

condemned the Apartheid regime in South Africa. In November, under the 

Libyan presidency, Resolution 418, which imposed a mandatory arms embargo 

against South Africa, was adopted.8The basis of this Resolution was a working 

paper presented by India during its presidency. Consequently, while debating 

the text, most Council members lauded the Indian representative for the 

leadership and insight in bringing the draft resolution to a successful 

conclusion.9During this term, India also co-sponsored resolutions on Israeli forces’ 

withdrawal from Lebanese territory;10 South Africa's intervention in the civil war in 

Angola;11situation in Namibia;12and the racist regime in Southern Rhodesia.13 

During the 1984–85 term, India was a leading voice in the UNSC to 

resolve conflicts in West Asia, mainly Israel–Lebanon and Iran–Iraq conflicts. 

India also introduced a draft resolution on behalf of non-aligned members of the 

Council on South Africa's Apartheid policies.The draft resolution demanded the 

unconditional release of all political prisoners and detainees, including Nelson 

Mandela and all other black leaders.14Further, on behalf of the Non-Aligned 

                                                             
6Rohan Mukherjee and David M. Malone, “India and the UN Security Council: An Ambiguous Tale”, Economic 

and Political Weekly,Vol. 48, No. 29, 2013, p. 111. 
7UNSC Official Records, “Question of Safeguards to Non-Nuclear Weapon States Parties to the Non-

Proliferation Treaty”, UN Doc. S/PV.1433, June 19, 1968. 
8UNSC, “Security Council Resolution 418 (1977) on establishment of an arms embargo against South Africa”, 

UN Doc. S/RES/418(1977), November 4, 1977. 
9 UNSC Official Records, “The question of South Africa”, UN Doc. S/PV.2046, November 4, 1977. 
10 UNSC Official Records, “The situation in the Middle East”, UN Doc. S/PV.2074, March 19, 1978. 
11 UNSC Official Records, “Complaint by Angola against South Africa”, UN Doc. S/PV.2077, May 5, 1978. 
12 UNSC Official Records, “The situation in Namibia”, UN Doc. S/PV.2098, November 13, 1978. 
13 UNSC Official Records, “Question concerning the situation in Southern Rhodesia”, UN Doc. S/PV.2090, 

October 10, 1978. 
14 UNSC “Draft resolution on the apartheid policy of South Africa”, UN Doc. S/17013, March 8, 1985. 



Movement (NAM) group, India submitted a letter to the President of the 

Security Council requesting adiscussion on the situation in Namibia.15 Another 

draft resolution of this group on the situation in occupied Arab territories was 

vetoed by the US.16 

India's next stint at the UNSC was in 1991–92. This period was marked 

by the end of the Cold War and the First Gulf War. In 1991, India abstained 

from voting on Resolutions 686 and 688 on the Iraq–Kuwait War.17India also 

suggested that non-permanent members should sit together and see what they 

can do to find some way out in situations of an impasse over the great power 

differences.18 Moreover, in the Sanction Committee and during the informal 

consultations, India consistently advocated a generous and practical approach to 

tackling the humanitarian situation in Iraq.19 

India also abstained from voting on Resolution 770 related to the conflict 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina.20 Besides, when the UNSC recommended to the 

General Assembly to expel the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, India raised 

profound concerns. It argued that the UNSC decision is flawed from a 

constitutional point of view and the Charter does not give any “authority to the 

Security Council to recommend to the General Assembly that a country's 

participation in the Assembly be withdrawn or suspended.”21 

India’snext term atthe UNSC was in 2011, after a long interval of 19 

years. In the General Assembly, India received 187 votes, the highest among the 

elected candidates to the Council as non-permanent members. India had dual 
                                                             
15 UNSC, “Letter dated 85/11/11 from the Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations addressed to 

the President of the Security Council”, UN Doc. S/17618, November 11, 1985. 
16 UNSC Official Records, “The situation in the occupied Arab territories”, UN Doc. S/PV.2605, September 13, 

1985. 
17 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Two Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy Eighth Meeting”, UN 

Doc, S/PV.2978, March 3, 1991; “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Two Thousand Nine Hundred and 

Eighty-Second Meeting”, UN Doc. S/PV.2982, April 5, 1991.   
18 Murthy, India in the United Nations: Interplay of Interests and Principles,p. 111. 
19 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Three Thousand and Fourth Meeting”, UN Doc. S/PV. 3004, 

August 15, 1991. 
20 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Three Thousand One Hundred and Sixth Meeting”, UN Doc. 

S/PV. 3106, August 13, 1992. 
21 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Three Thousand One Hundred and Sixteenth Meeting,” UN Doc. 

S/PV.3116, September 19, 1992. 



priorities during this term:one, making the UNSCmore effective and legitimate; 

and two, UNSC reforms, including its expansion and reform ofits working 

methods. During the 2011–12 term, India also chaired UNSC subcommittees 

and working groups, such as Counter-TerrorismCommittee (CTC; established 

by Resolution 1373), working group concerning threat to international peace 

and security by terrorist acts (Resolution 1566), and the committee concerning 

Somalia (Resolution 751) and committee concerning Eritrea (Resolution 1907).  

India took over the presidency of the UNSC twice during this tenure, in 

August 2011 and November 2012. In August, under India’s presidency, the 

Council discussed conflicts in Somalia, Central African Region, Syria, Kosovo 

(Serbia), and Libya. TheUNSC also adopted one resolution and two presidential 

statements. The first statement on Syrian conflict was adopted during India’s 

presidency.22During November 2012 presidency, resolutions on the Congo, 

Somalia, Sudan,and Bosnia and Herzegovina were adopted. An open debate on 

the theme of women and peacekeeping was also convened, reaffirming India’s 

commitment to positively contribute to the UN efforts in the area of women and 

peace and security.23 

During this term, India abstained twice from voting on UNSC resolutions, 

both of whichdrew considerable attention within and outside the country. For 

instance, in March 2011, India abstained from voting on Resolution 1973, 

which established a no-fly zone and authorised the use of force by North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization(NATO) to protect civilians in Libya. Clarifying 

the abstention, India expressed its concern that the Council had approved far-

reaching measures under Chapter VII with relatively little credible information 

about the situation on the ground. India also stated that the military action 

                                                             
22 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Six Thousand Five Hundred and Ninety Eighth Meeting”, UN 

Doc. S/PV.6598, August 3, 2011. 
23 UNSC, “Provisional Verbatim Record of the Six Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seventh Meeting”, 

UN Doc. S/PV.6877, November 30, 2012. 



would likely have unintended consequences, probably escalating violence.24In 

October, India again abstained from voting on a resolution threatening sanctions 

against Syria. 

Table 2. Overview of India’s UNSC Presidencies  

Month and Year Major Issues Resolutions and Statements 

June 1950 Korea Two Resolutions on Korean War: 

S/RES/83 (1950) and S/RES/82 (1950). 

September 1967 ------- ------- 

December 1972 Cyprus, Namibia Two Resolutions: The situation in 

Cyprus, S/RES/324 (1972);the situation 

in Namibia, S/RES/323 (1972). 

October 1977 Arab–Israeli Conflict; 

Apartheid; and Rights of 

Palestinian People  

Two Resolutions: The situation in the 

Middle East, S/RES/416 (1977);the 

question of South Africa, S/RES/417 

(1977). 

February 1985 Arab–Israeli Conflict ----- 

October 1991 Cambodia; Cyprus; and 

Iraq–Kuwait War 

Four Resolutions: The situation in 

Cambodia, S/RES/718 (1991) and 

S/RES/717 (1991); the situation in 

Cyprus, S/RES/716 (1991);the situation 

between Iraq and Kuwait, S/RES/715 

(1991). 

December 1992 Somalia; Bosnia and 

Herzegovina; Former 

Yugoslavia; Cyprus; 

Mozambique; Angola; the 

Situation in the Occupied 

Arab Territories 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic Issues: An 

Agenda for Peace: 

Preventive Diplomacy, 

Peacemaking, and Peace-

keeping. 

SixResolutions: The situation in the 

occupied Arab territories, S/RES/799 

(1992);the situation in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, S/RES/798 (1992);the 

situation in Mozambique, S/RES/797 

(1992);the situation in Cyprus, 

S/RES/796 (1992);items relating to the 

situation in former Yugoslavia, 

S/RES/795 (1992);the situation in 

Somalia, S/RES/794 (1992). 

 

Four Presidential Statements: An agenda 

for peace: preventive diplomacy, 

peacemaking, and peace-keeping;the 

situation in Cambodia;items relating to 

the situation in Angola;the situation in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

August 2011 Somalia; Central African 

Region; Syria, Palestinian 

question; Kosovo (Serbia); 

Libya 

One Resolution: Middle East situation, 

S/RES/2004 (2011). 

 

 

                                                             
24 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India (GoI), “UNSC Resolution on Libya — India's Explanation 

of Vote”, March 18, 2011 at https://mea.gov.in/press-

releases.htm?dtl/639/UNSC+resolution+on+Libya++Indias+Explanation+of+Vote (Accessed on 25 May 2022) 

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/639/UNSC+resolution+on+Libya++Indias+Explanation+of+Vote
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/639/UNSC+resolution+on+Libya++Indias+Explanation+of+Vote


 

Thematic Issues: 

UNPeacekeeping 

Operations 

 

Two Presidential Statements: UN 

peacekeeping operations, Syria. 

 

November 2012 Somalia; Libya; Timor-

Leste; Bosnia and 

Herzegovina; Sudan; the 

Situation in the Middle 

East, including the 

Palestinian Question; the 

Congo; Iraq; Sierra Leone 

 

Thematic Issue: 

Maintenance of 

International Peace and 

Security; Women and 

Peace and Security 

Six Resolutions: Democratic Republic of 

the Congo, S/RES/2078 (2012); Somalia, 

S/RES/2077 (2012); Democratic 

Republic of the Congo, S/RES/2076 

(2012); Sudan, S/RES/2075 (2012); 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, S/RES/2074 

(2012); Somalia, S/RES/2073 (2012). 

 

TwoPresidential Statements: 

Maintenance of international peace and 

security; Sierra Leone. 

 

August 2021 Afghanistan; Somalia; 

Arab–Israeli Conflict; 

Mali; UN Peacekeeping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic Issues: Maritime 

Security; UN 

Peacekeeping;and 

Counter-terrorism 

 

FiveResolutions: The situation in 

Afghanistan, S/RES/2593 (2021);the 

situation in Somalia, S/RES/2592 

(2021);the situation in the Middle East, 

S/RES/2591 (2021);the situation in Mali, 

S/RES/2590 (2021); UN peacekeeping 

operations, S/RES/2589 (2021).  

 

Three Presidential Statements: Reports 

of the Secretary-General on Sudan and 

South Sudan;maintenance of 

international peace and security;peace 

consolidation in West Africa and UN 

peacekeeping operations. 

 
Source: Proceedings of the Security Council, at https://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/meetings/2022 

(Accessed on 27 May 2022) 

  



Table 3. India’s Abstentions in the Security Council Votes 

Resolution Date Subject Voting Pattern Others 

Abstaining 

S/RES/80 (1950) March14 Jammu and 

Kashmir 

8-0-2 Yugoslavia 

S/RES/84 (1950) July 7 Korea 7-0-3 Egypt, 

Yugoslavia 

S/RES/91 (1951) March 30 Jammu and 

Kashmir 

8-0-3 USSR, 

Yugoslavia 

S/RES/95 (1951) September 1 Palestine 8-0-3 China, USSR 

S/RES/96 (1952) November 10 Jammu and 

Kashmir 

9-0-2 USSR 

S/RES/255 (1968) June 19 Non-nuclear 

weapon states 

parties to NPT 

10-0-5 Algeria, Brazil, 

France, Pakistan 

S/RES/686 (1991) March 2 Military 

operation 

against Iraq 

11-1-3 China, Yemen 

S/RES/688 (1991) April 5 Humanitarian 

crisis in Iraq 

10-3-2 China 

S/RES/748 (1992) March 31 Sanctions 

against Libya 

10-0-5 Cape Verde, 

China, 

Morocco, 

Zimbabwe 

S/RES/770 (1992) August 13 Bosnia–

Herzegovina 

12-0-3 China, 

Zimbabwe 

S/RES/776 (1992) September 14 Bosnia–

Herzegovina 

12-0-3 China, 

Zimbabwe 

S/RES/777 (1992) September 19 Membership of 

Yugoslavia 

12-0-3 China, 

Zimbabwe 

S/RES/1972 (2011) March 17 Enforcement of 

no-fly zones in 

Libya 

10-0-5 Brazil, China, 

Germany, 

Russia 

S/2011/612 (draft) October 4 Condemnation 

of Syria 

9-2-4 Brazil, 

Lebanon, South 

Africa 

S/RES/2577 (2021) May 28 Sudan, South 

Sudan 

13-0-2 Kenya 

S/2021/667 (draft) July 22 Bosnia–

Herzegovina 

2-0-13 Estonia, France, 

Ireland, Kenya, 

Mexico, Niger, 

Saint Vincent 

and Grenadians, 

Tunisia, the 

UK, the US, 

Vietnam  

S/RES/2616 (2021) December 22 Arms 

trafficking 

12-0-3 China, Russia  

S/2022/155 (draft)  February 25 Ukraine 11-1-3 China, UAE 



S/RES/2623 (2022) February 27 Ukraine 11-1-3 China, UAE 

S/2022/231 (draft) March 23 Ukraine 2-0-13 Albania, Brazil, 

France, Gabon, 

Ghana, Ireland, 

Kenya, Mexico, 

Norway, UAE, 

the UK, the US 
Sources: Murthy,India in the United Nationsand Proceedings of the UNSC, 

https://research.un.org/en/docs/sc/quick/meetings/2022 (Accessed on 27 May 2022). 

Note: USSR: Union of Soviet Socialist Republic; UK: United Kingdom; UAE: United Arab Emirates. 

India as a Non-Permanent Member in 2021–22 

 For the 2021–22 UNSC term, India's primary objective in the UNSC was 

to implement a new orientation for a reformed multilateral system. This 

approach was guided by the “five S’s”, as set out by the Indian PrimeMinister 

(PM): samman (respect), samvad (dialogue), sahyog (cooperation), shanti 

(peace), and samriddhi (prosperity).India had also identified five priorities for 

the current term: seeking responsible and inclusive solutions; result-oriented 

measures to counter international terrorism; reformed multilateralism to reflect 

contemporary realities; streamlining peacekeeping; and technology with a 

human touch.25 

Moreover, in January 2021, India was elected as the Chair of the Taliban 

Sanctions Committee, the Chair of the Libya Sanctions Committee, and the 

Vice-Chair of CTC. It was also elected as one of the Vice-Chairs of the Non-

Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction Committee and the working 

group to monitor the implementation of UNSC sanctions on Al Qaida and the 

Taliban. In January 2022, India assumed the Chair of the CTC. 

India's first month in the Council showed its ability to pursue the stated 

priorities. For instance, in a ministerial-level meeting on terrorism, India 

proposed an eight-point action plan for countering terrorism.26India also 

                                                             
25 Ministry of External Affairs, GoI, “External Affairs Minister's Remarks during the Launch of India’s 

Priorities for its Candidature for the UN Security Council 2021–22”, June 5, 2020 at 

https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/32736/(Accessed on 31 May 2022) 
26 “Statement by the Minister for External Affairs of the Republic of India, Subramanian Jaishankar”, UNSC 

Open Debate on International Cooperation in Combating Terrorism, January 12, 2021 at https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/013/17/PDF/N2101317.pdf?OpenElement (Accessed on 31 May 2022). 

https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/32736/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/013/17/PDF/N2101317.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/013/17/PDF/N2101317.pdf?OpenElement


requested all nations to commit their actions to the goal of zero tolerance for 

terrorism. The following months were eventful, mainly due to developments in 

Afghanistan and Ukraine, which were reflected in India's UNSC responses. 

From January 2021 to April 2022, India abstained from voting on UNSC 

resolutions five times. The first abstention came in May 2021, when the UNSC 

voted for the US-drafted resolution on the effectiveness of sanctions in South 

Sudan. The second was in December 2021 on illicit trafficking of arms. The 

other three abstentions were on the Ukrainian crisis in February and March 

2022. 

During the term, one of the most significant occurrences was India's 

UNSC presidency in August 2021. India undertook its tenth tenure as President 

of the UNSC in August and organised three signature events: open debates on 

maritime security, peacekeeping operations, and terrorism. Under the Indian 

presidency, the UNSC adopted five resolutions and four unanimous presidential 

statements. The resolutions were related to peacekeeping operations, Mali, 

Lebanon, the extension of United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Somalia(UNSOM), and Afghanistan. Sudan and South Sudan, maritime 

security, peace and consolidation in West Africa, and peacekeeping operations 

were the subjects of presidential statements. 

On August 9, PM Narendra Modi chaired the high-level open debate on 

maritime security, becoming the first Indian PM to preside over a UNSC 

meeting. He also outlined a five-principle framework for the discussion: 

removing barriers to maritime trade; resolving maritime disputes peacefully and 

in accordance with international law; jointly tackling maritime threats from non-

state actors and natural disasters; conserving of maritime environment and 

marine resources; and responsible maritime connectivity.27Interestingly, this 

                                                             
27 “Prime Minister’s Remarks at the UNSC High-level Open Debate on ‘Enhancing Maritime Security: A Case 

for International Cooperation’”, August 9, 2021 at https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-

Statements.htm?dtl/34151/English_translation_of_Prime_Ministers_remarks_at_the_UNSC_HighLevel_Open_

https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/34151/English_translation_of_Prime_Ministers_remarks_at_the_UNSC_HighLevel_Open_Debate_on_Enhancing_Maritime_Security_A_Case_For_International_Cooperation_A
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/34151/English_translation_of_Prime_Ministers_remarks_at_the_UNSC_HighLevel_Open_Debate_on_Enhancing_Maritime_Security_A_Case_For_International_Cooperation_A


was the first standalone discussion on maritime security in the UNSC, which 

rightfully showcases India’s strong determination to play a leading role in 

envisioning a global roadmap towards configuring a robust maritime security 

construct. 

Under India's presidency, the UNSC also adopted a statement recognising 

the importance of technology in peacekeeping. In the open debate, India 

proposed a four-point framework for UN peacekeepers to meet contemporary 

threats. First, employing operationally proven, cost-effective, widely available, 

environment-friendly, reliable, and field serviceable technologies. Second, need 

for a sound information and intelligence foundation to ensure early warning and 

mobilising early response. Third, ensuring technological improvements are 

continuous and are available on the ground. Fourth, consistent training and 

capacity building of peacekeepers in the realm of technology.28All these points 

were further emphasised in the unanimously adopted presidential statement on 

peacekeeping operations.29It is important to note that the presidential statement 

on peacekeeping during India's presidency was the first standalone presidential 

statement on peacekeeping in the UNSC. 

In addition, India drafted a resolution on peacekeeping, and the Council 

unanimously adopted it. The UNSCResolution 2589 was the first resolution 

initiated and negotiated by India during the current term. It set out specific 

obligations on memberstates to ensure accountability for crimes committed 

against UN peacekeepers. Italso called for prosecuting the perpetrators of such 

crimes and bringing them to justice by the memberstates.30 The open debate on 

threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist attacks was held 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
Debate_on_Enhancing_Maritime_Security_A_Case_For_International_Cooperation_A(Accessed on 26 May 

2022). 
28 Ministry of External Affairs, GoI, “Remarks by External Affairs Minister at the UN Security Council Open 

Debate on Technology & Peacekeeping”, August 18, 2021, at https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-

Statements.htm?dtl/34192/Remarks+by+External+Affairs+Minister+at+the+UN+Security+Council+Open+Deb

ate+on+Technology++Peacekeeping(Accessed on 26 May 2022). 
29 UNSC, “Presidential Statement on United Nations peacekeeping operations”, UN Doc. S/PRST/2021/17, 

August 18, 2021. 
30 UNSC Resolution, “United Nations peacekeeping operations”, UN Doc. S/RES/2589, August 18, 2021. 

https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/34151/English_translation_of_Prime_Ministers_remarks_at_the_UNSC_HighLevel_Open_Debate_on_Enhancing_Maritime_Security_A_Case_For_International_Cooperation_A


on August19, on the eve of the International Day of Remembrance and Tribute 

to the Victims of Terrorism. In the meeting, External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar reiterated his eight-point action plan for counter-terrorism and 

demanded the early adoption of a UN Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism.31 

The other two significant issues which came to the UNSC during the 

current membership were the crises in Afghanistan and Ukraine. The crisis in 

Afghanistan unfolded with the withdrawal of the US–NATO troops and the 

Taliban's subsequent takeover of the country in August 2021. This coincided 

with India's UNSC presidency. As the President of the Council, India organised 

a briefing, issued two press statements condemning the terrorist attacks, and 

introduced a resolution to tackle the Afghanistan crisis.In the meetings, India 

emphasised that the territory of Afghanistan should not be used by terrorist 

groups to threaten or attack any other country. India also called for an inclusive 

dispensation representing all sections of Afghan society. This was reiterated in 

the August 16 statement that called for the establishment, through inclusive 

negotiations, of a new government that is united, inclusive and representative, 

including the full, equal, and meaningful participation of women.32 

India also succeeded in passing Resolution 2593, which demanded that 

the Afghan territory should not be used to threaten or attack any country, shelter 

or train terrorists, or plan or finance terrorist acts. The Resolution reiterated the 

vital importance of respect for the rights of Afghan people, including women, 

girls, and minorities, and called upon the relevant actors to provide and ensure 

the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people in need.33Later, in 

December 2021, India voted in favour of the UNSC Resolution that enabled the 

provision of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan through an exemption to the 
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sanction regime.34 India also supported a central role of the UN in Afghanistan 

as part of the renewed mandate of the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA). 

India's approach to the Ukrainian crisis, especially its responses in the 

UNSC, shows its independent and neutral foreign policy. Since February 2022, 

the UNSC has convened 13 meetings on the Ukraine issue. In all these 

meetings, India has consistently called for restraint on all sides. In the first 

meeting on February 17, India stated that the Minsk Agreement provides 

thebasis for a negotiated and peaceful settlement of the crisis, and discussions 

under the Normandy format will further facilitate the implementation of Minsk's 

provisions. India also said that its interest is in finding a solution that can 

provide for the immediate de-escalation of tensions, taking into account the 

legitimate security interests of all countries and aimed towards securing long-

term peace and stability in the region and beyond.35 

On the February 21 and 23 meetings, India reiterated its position and 

stated that the well-being of more than 20,000 Indian nationals living in Ukraine 

is of priority for the country.36On February25, when the UNSC considered a 

draft resolution tabled by Albania and the US demanded immediate and 

unconditional withdrawal of Russian forces from Ukraine, India abstained, 

along with China and the United Arab Emirates. In its explanation of vote, India 

said that all efforts should be made for the immediate de-escalation of violence 

and hostilities and requested the conflicting parties to return to the path of 

diplomacy.37 India also expressed its concern over the Indian community in 

Ukraine. Moreover, on  February27, India abstained from voting on a UNSC 
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resolution to refer the Ukraine crisis to the General Assembly. Later in March, 

India, once again, abstained on a draft resolution moved by Russia calling for 

the protection of civilians in Ukraine. 

Conclusion 

As an elected non-permanent member of the UNSC, India has always 

played an active role in discussions on all issues related to international peace 

and security. From its first membership in 1950–51 to its current term (2021–

22) in the UNSC, India has embraced certain principles: non-use of force; 

respect for sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity of states; and 

peaceful settlement of disputes. Similarly, India has always preferred to bepart 

of the democratic majority helping in the adoption of broadly acceptable 

decisions and resolutions. In the past, only once India has voted against a 

resolution. It has resorted to abstentions only to showcase its reservation on a 

particular issue.Indeed, India has supported nearly 70 per cent of the resolutions 

adopted either unanimously or by consensus during its membership in the 

Council, including the current term. With regard to 120 resolutions that have 

been adopted through vote, India has cast an affirmative vote on nearly 90 per 

cent of them.   

Moreover, in the UNSC, India has sought to prioritise the primacy of a 

political approach to resolve crises through dialogue and negotiation. For 

instance, during its first term, India offered its mediation efforts and attempted 

to ease the situation in the Korean Peninsula and emphasised the need for the 

UN to find a non-military resolution to the conflict. During India's second and 

third terms, when the Arab–Israeli conflict came before the UNSC, India 

highlighted the need to guarantee the sovereignty and rights of the Arab states 

and people. In 1977–78, India became a strong voice for Africa in the Council 

and condemned the Apartheid regime in South Africa. During its 1991–92 stint, 

India stated that it would never support any decision by the UNSC that would 

impose a boundary line between Iraq and Kuwait arbitrarily. 



India’s priorities, during 2011–12 term, were to make the Council more 

effective and legitimate, asalsocarry out UNSC reforms. The Libyan example 

shows India’s principled but pragmatic approach, including its traditional 

opposition to enforcement measures such as the imposition of no-fly zone. 

Similarly, the 2021–22 term saw India’s constructive engagement on issues on 

the agenda of the UNSC, through which India’s track record highlighted its 

commitment towards seeking inclusive political solutions.The UNSC 

deliberations on Afghanistan and Ukraine are cases in point. Since January 

2021, India has consistently focused on working closely with other members on 

making the UNSC reflect on the linkages between peace, security, and 

development. India’s UNSC presidency in August 2021 and the outcome 

documents it produced are examples. 

There is no doubt that during its eight terms in the UNSC as a non-

permanent member, India has displayed maturity, flexibility, principles and 

pragmatism concerning international peace and security matters. This 16 years 

of UNSC experience would be an added credential for its claim for permanent 

membership in the Council. 

 

 


